
MAT-timbertalk-12-2016-NEWSLETTER.indd   1 8/14/2017   2:32:38 PM



 
 
 
Dear Members and Industry Colleagues: 
 
I am pleased to announce we are once again working with Naylor, LLC, to produce our 2017 
Membership Directory and Resource Guide.   
 
I would like to personally thank our 2016 advertisers for their support and encourage you to participate 
in 2017.  
 
The Membership Directory and Resource Guide is the “who’s who” guide in our region. It is distributed 
and referenced throughout the year by top level decision-makers who make the final buying decisions at 
their companies. This is your chance to promote your products and services to Michigan’s growing 
forestry industry. 
 
By affiliating your organization with MAT, you are making an excellent investment in your business and 
brand. We are confident that our partnership with Naylor will continue to increase the unmatched 
educational, networking and promotional opportunities already included in our membership. MAT is 
proud to serve as the leader in Michigan’s forest products industry as the voice of our profession. 
 
On behalf of MAT, Naylor representatives will be reaching out to you soon to discuss these 
opportunities.  If you wish to speak to someone now, please contact Raymond Strickland, Publication 
Director, at 352-333-3474 or rstrickland@naylor.com 
 
We thank you in advance and hope that you consider supporting our publication. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Anna Frampton

Michigan Association of Timbermen 
Administrator

The Michigan Association of 
Timbermen and Forest 
Insurance Center will be 
hosting four Log Truck Safety 
seminars in 2017. These 
seminars will be presented by 
the Michigan Center for Truck 
Safety and Michigan State 
Police, Motor Carrier Division.  

PLEASE JOIN US! 

SAFETY 

LOG TRUCK 

SFI Log Truck Safety Continuing Education 
 

The Michigan Association of Timbermen and Forest Insurance Center 
joins Michigan Center for Truck Safety and Michigan State Police to 
promote safe hauling practices. Seminars will count towards your yearly 
four-credit requirement by the Michigan SFI Implementation 
Committee. Each session will include a two hour indoor presentation 
and a two hour outdoor demonstration with a provided loaded log truck, 
with the exception to MAT’s Annual Meeting**. The following four 
seminars will be covering topics such as: 
 
 General overview of the trucking industry relating to hiring practices 
 Loss control principles including maintenance of equipment 
 Load securement, and weight  
 Pre-trip inspection 
 Condition of equipment 
 On-road responsibilities  
 
Seminars are free of charge to MAT members, and the non-member rate is 
$100.00. To register, please contact Anna at the MAT office: 906.293.3236 -or- 
annaframpton0@gmail.com.  
 

Schedule of Events 
 
Date: April 28th, 2017  
Time: 2:30pm-3:30pm** 
Location: Boyne Mountain Resort/MAT Annual Convention 
                    1 Boyne Mountain Rd, Boyne Falls, MI 49713  
 
Date: June 20th, 2017  
Time: 8am-12pm 
Location: Manton Masonic Lodge 
                    9290 E 14 1/4 Rd, Manton, MI 49663 
 
Date: June 21st, 2017  
Time: 8am-12pm 
Location: American Legion 
                   7964 State Highway M123, Newberry, MI 49868  
 
Date: June 22nd, 2017  
Time: 8am-12pm 
Location: Baraga Lakeside Inn 
                    900 US Highway 41 S, Baraga, MI 49908  
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Jess Birtcher Memorial Scholarship Fund
The Michigan Association of Timbermen award a yearly scholarship of $1,000
on behalf of Timbermen founding member Jess Birtcher and his family. This
scholarship is open to anyone who is seeking a career or advancement in a
natural resources field. The deadline for all applications and references is

March 1st, 2017. We welcome your application and should you have any
questions or need clarification, please contact Anna Frampton.

Please see our website for the 2017 Scholarship Application
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Legislative Analysis 
 

House Fiscal Agency  Page 1 of 2 

Phone: (517) 373-8080 
http://www.house.mi.gov/hfa 
 
Analysis available at 
http://www.legislature.mi.gov 

FOREST PRODUCTS TRANSPORTATION PERMIT 
 
Senate Bill 706-707 as passed by the Senate 
Senate Bill 708 (Substitute H-1) 
Sponsor:  Sen. Tom Casperson 
House Committee:  Transportation and Infrastructure 
Senate Committee:  Transportation 
Complete to 11-30-16 
 
SUMMARY AS REPORTED FROM HOUSE COMMITTEE ON 11-30-16:  

 
Section 725 of the Michigan Vehicle Code (MCL 257.725), allows jurisdictional 
authorities to issue special permits for noncompliant vehicles.  Senate Bill 706 would 
amend the code to do the following: 
 

 Specify that Section 725 could not be construed to allow the imposition of fees 
upon, or the enactment of regulations regarding, a vehicle or a combination of 
vehicles engaged in silvicultural operations if the vehicle or combination did not 
exceed the Code's size, weight, or load maximums and conformed to the Code. 

 Say that this provision would not excuse a vehicle or combination of vehicles 
engaged in silvicultural operations from the Code's seasonal weight restrictions. 

 
Senate Bill 707 

Public Act 200 of 1969 (MCL 247.327) requires permits for driveways providing direct 
access to a highway.  Senate Bill 707 would amend the act to specify that "constructed or 
reconstructed" (for the purpose of requiring corrections to a driveway that is in violation 
of rules) would not include maintenance activities performed on a driveway. 
 

Senate Bill 708 
Senate Bill 708 would amend Public Act 283 of 1909 (224.19b), the county road law, to 
provide that a county road commission would not be authorized to require a permit for an 
activity that was otherwise permissible under state law.  A county road commission would 
not be held liable for the failure of a person performing work for which a permit is not 
required on a county road right-of-way to post a sign that gives advance warning of the 
work being performed in the right-of-way. 
 
Each bill would take effect 90 days after it were enacted. 
 

FISCAL IMPACT:  
 
These bills would have a negligible to no fiscal impact on state or local governments 
depending on the extent of the activity which these bills target. While restricting local 
governments from requiring fees for permits may limit some revenue for road maintenance, 
the narrow scope of the bills and the conditional nature of the activity it targets would likely 
have only an indeterminate but negligible negative fiscal impact to those governments in 
jurisdictions in which silvicultural operations are taking place.   
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Ph: 231.825.2855 ext. 117 • Fax: 231.825.8113

existing driveway. These types of driveways will 
no longer require a County permit.
 SB 708 amends Public Act 283 of 1909.  
This bill provides that a county road commission 
would not be authorized to require a permit for 
an activity otherwise permissible under state 
Law. The person working in the right of way will 
however be responsible for signage warning the 
public that work is being performed within the 
“Right of Way.”
 I want to thank Senator Tom Casperson 
and all involved in this long process. A special 
thank you to Judy Augenstein our Lobbyist for all 
the hours, countless calls, and follow ups to make 
sure these bills kept moving.  We are stronger 
together and there is more to come in 2017.
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House Fiscal Agency   Senate Bills 706-708 (as reported from House committee)     
Page 2 of 2 

POSITIONS: 
 

 A representative of Bisballe Forest Products testified in support of the bills. (11-
29-16) 

 A representative of Great Lakes Timber Professionals Association testified in 
support of the bills. (11-29-16) 

 A representative of Brewer Lumber testified in support of the bills. (11-29-16) 
 A representative of Weyerhaeuser testified in support of the bills. (11-29-16) 
 Michigan Association of Timberman supports the bills. (11-29-16) 
 Michigan Forest Products Council supports the bills. (11-29-16) 
 A representative of County Road Association of Michigan testified on the bills, and 

is neutral on Senate Bills 706 and 708; working with the sponsor on Senate Bill 
707. (11-29-16) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Legislative Analyst: E. Best 
 Fiscal Analyst: Michael Cnossen 
 
■ This analysis was prepared by nonpartisan House Fiscal Agency staff for use by House members in their 
deliberations, and does not constitute an official statement of legislative intent. 
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A logger’s best friend 
www.ponsse.com
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A CSM Company

PLATINUM SPONSOR 

SILVER SPONSOR 

CONTRIBUTING SPONSORS 

THANK YOU TO OUR VALUABLE TIMBERMEN SPONSORS! 

BRONZE SPONSORS 
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1-800-783-8300
valleytruckparts.com

Transmissions
Differentials

Clutches
Driveshafts
Fifthwheels

Seats
CylindersCylinders
Radiators

Steering Gears
PTO’s

Serving all of 
Michigan

A CSM Company

PLATINUM SPONSOR 

SILVER SPONSOR 

CONTRIBUTING SPONSORS 

THANK YOU TO OUR VALUABLE TIMBERMEN SPONSORS! 

BRONZE SPONSORS 
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For more information please call (906) 293-3236

Registration includes
three  hot meals, beverages,

and social  gatherings!

Dining, Entertainment, Avalance Bay Indoor Waterpark, Chairlift 
Rides, Golf, Zip-lining, Horseback Riding

—Bring the whole family!

Timbermen's 43rd Annual Convention

Save the Date!
April 27th & 28th, 2017
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Forest Insurance
Center Agency, Inc.

7350 Hwy. M-123
Newberry, MI  49868

800-272-7805

Loggers Insurance
Agency II, LLC

3243 Golf Course Rd.
Rhinelander, WI  54501

866-564-4377

Mauck Insurance
Agency, Inc.
1740 Roosevelt Rd.
Niagara, WI  54151

888-763-0003

Industry Leading Sawmill, Pallet and
Dimension Lumber Insurance Solutions

Serving the Great Lakes Region

Professional Service on a Personal Level.

We are proud to offer BITCO Insurance Companies as a workers’ compensation 
solution provider in both Michigan and Wisconsin. Call us for details.

L E G I S L AT I V E  R E P O R T

January 2017
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